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Saffari lawyer:

Molly Willms
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

The defendants are as
yet mum on the lawsuit
between Mahmoud Saffari
and SCSU/President Potter, but Saffari’s lawyer, Judith K. Schermer, recently
shed some light on the latest
developments.
“I think Dr. Saffari
would like to resolve this
and get on with his life,”
Schermer said. “He’s concerned about his reputation.”
Schermer said there
hasn’t been discussion of
settling the case out of
court yet, but that most civil
cases are settled as such.
She re-emphasized the
suit’s assertion about distress and trauma that Saffari said he experienced as a
result of his termination.
“That’s the sad thing, he
came here, wanted to do a
good job,” Schermer said.
“It was just so devastating
for him to lose this position,
because he cared so much
about what he was doing.”
According to the suit
and Schermer’s statements,
Saffari had an enrollment
plan that was dismissed by

President Potter, who then
convened a committee
to draft a new plan. This
committee was allegedly
dissolved and Saffari terminated roughly a month
before the new plan was to
be presented.
Still, Schermer said the
lawsuit isn’t about the best
plan to increase enrollment.
“What it’s really about
was that Dr. Saffari was not
allowed to give his input,
and not allowed to give out
such basic information as
said.
In the general allegations of the lawsuit, item 11
states: “On several occasions, [Saffari] was directed
not to share enrollment
particular administrator
and when he raised issues
or concerns about factors
that were negatively impacting enrollment he was
silenced.”
“To be a good university, you have to be able
to have that exchange of
ideas, and it’s not just an
exchange of ideas in the
classroom, it needs to be

Lawsuit/ Page 3
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Telephone operators answer calls as trivia players call in questions at KVSC’s 2013 trivia marathon.

Over 60 teams competed in 2013
Special
election to
14A seat
Staff Report

A special election will
House District 14A seat,
which was left vacant after
the resignation of former
Rep. Steve Gottwalt.
District 19A was also
left vacant after a resignation by Rep. Terry Morrow,
DFL-St. Peter.
Gov. Dayton issued
Writs of Special Election to
Districts 14A and 19A.
Three candidates are
vying for the seat that represents the eastern part of
Stearns County, including
much of St. Cloud.
Joann Dorsher is the
DFL candidate, and served
MARI HEINCY / BEAT PHOTOGRAPHER

Andrew DeMars
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Enrollment numbers
at SCSU have varied over
the years. The number of
students who enlist every
semester is a roller coaster
ride by both increasing and
decreasing compared to
prior semesters.

INSIDE

SCSU is part of the
MnSCU school system, and
has the largest enrollment
size out of all the MnSCU
schools. But looking at
the overall percentage of
students who enrolled at
certain MnSCU schools last
fall, the numbers are none
too pleasing.
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Sports...9-12

According to MnSCU
from a head count done last
fall, Bemidji experienced
a decline of 6.4 percent,
Moorhead declined 4.8 percent, and SCSU enrollment
declined 4.5 percent.
“Schools and universities in the Twin Cities are
either holding their own,

or increasing in enrollment numbers,” Devinder
Malhotra, provost and vice
president of academic affairs of SCSU, said.
Declining enrollment
numbers from one semester
to the next are also affected
by dropout students. Large
portions of these declining numbers are freshman

Check out our online content!
Visit universitychronicle.
net, or scan the QR code to
see everything the Chronicle has to offer, including
videos, galleries and
podcasts.

students who decide to drop
out.
Many issues arise when
trying to determine why
enrollment numbers for
certain MnSCU schools
are down in comparison to
other colleges and universities across the state. Some
factors for SCSU can be
under the university’s

‘Waiting for Godot’ review

Election / Page 3

control, while other outside
variables and factors that
come into play leave SCSU
powerless to do anything
about it, such as the economy or location for certain
college students.
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Page 8

Don’t wait to see
‘Waiting for
Godot’ at Pioneer
Place.
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‘Women on Wednesday’ panelists share experiences
Events
Monday, February, 11, 2013

Vicki Ikeogu
STAFF WRITER

Women of color at
SCSU may be a minority,
but they are by no means
silent.
With Women on
Wednesday’s theme for
the spring 2013 semester, “Compelling Voices:
Decades of Coverage and
Activism”, the Feb. 6 event
demonstrated to the crowd
in the Atwood theater how
women of color are handling discrimination and
rising about it in St. Cloud.
“We wanted to highlight
women who are changing
the campus of St. Cloud
State,” said Women’s Center
Director Jane Olsen.
“The theme is a way
of bringing out the voices
that aren’t really heard,”
said moderator and former

Women’s Center employee
Amee Vang. Vang also said
she hoped the panel would
not only spark discussion
but also push the university
toward promoting and living
up to its goals of being a
truly diverse school.
The panelist included
SCSU students Irene
Ramirez, Dia Yang and
Jasmine Goodman, each
chosen for their leadership
qualities.
Each of the panelists
weighed in on their experiences of being a woman of
color on campus, the discrimination they have faced
and the ways others can get
involved to make SCSU a
more welcoming university
to minority students. And
while each of their stories
were unique, they had a
common theme: to make a
difference.
“Everyone has that mo-

ment in life when something
clicks,” said Goodman.
“It is the difference you
can make not only on campus but in society,” Ramirez
said.
“It’s also important for
us to get involved,” said
Yang.
The panelists also
revealed to the crowd their
interactions with discrimination and racism. I was
told that Mexicans were the
scum of the earth and told
to go back to Mexico while
pumping gas, said Ramirez.
“I was almost taken aback,”
she said, “There was no
reason for it.”
Yang described being
held to the model minority
standard people expect from
her by her appearance. “I
get a lot of subtle racism,”
Yang said. “It is the little
comments that make you
feel not equal.”

Goodman said she did
not feel welcome moving
into her apartment, being
one of maybe two AfricanAmericans ever to have
lived there. Goodman also
said she experienced name
calling and other harsh
language.
But even though these
women have lived through
these experiences, they
maintain the stance of not
being the victim. “I can only
to it,” Goodman said. The
women also said education
they called ignorant comments.
The panelists said SCSU
is doing a good job in promoting diversity on campus
and in the greater St. Cloud
community. “I feel like we
have made a lot of changes
already,” Goodman said.
But they say more can be

done.
“It’s also important for
us to get involved,” Ramirez
said.
together,” Yang said.
With the continued
discussion on women’s activism throughout the rest of
the semester, Olsen said she
hopes to foster a discussion
that will not only educate
young women, but also
young men on the contributions women’s activism
has made. With Women on
Wednesdays and the panel
held on Feb. 6, Olsen said
her goals with the program
are to inspire the current
generation of students to get
active and join with others
to make progress.
“There’s a possibility of
bringing solutions together,”
said Vang.

Calendar
Monday
Speaker Jason
Dittmer
2:30 p.m.
Jason Dittmer
researches popular
geopolitics, or
the circulation
of geopolitical
discourse through
popular culture and
mass media. His
presentation will take
place in the Glacier
Room.

Tuesday
The Lesson
7:30 p.m.
The Lesson is a
play about a young
student arriving for a
private tutorial, but
all is not as it seems:
is her professor genius
or simply insane?
Showing in the arena
stage in the Performing
Arts Center.

Chinese New
Year Spring
Festival

Wedesday

All photos by
Olga Rudak

The Vagina
Monologues
7 p.m.
SCSU V-Day
2013 presents Eve
Ensler’s The Vagina
Monologues! The
V-Day campaign to
help stop violence
against women. The
event will take place
in Ritsche Auditorium
in Stewart Hall. $5 for
students and $10 for
adults.

See this and
more galleries
online!
University
Chronicle.net

Thursday

Enrollment numbers

Lawsuit

Continued from Page 1

Continued from Page 1

“There seems to be a
regional trend when talking
about enrollment numbers
for universities,” Malhotra
said. “Factors can be under
our control, while others
are completely out of our
control, like the state of the
economy.”
There is a group of
experts as well as students
here at SCSU studying the
problem, and they have
been for the past two years.
The Data Analysis Project
is a team of experts trying
to understand the academic
Led by institutional research, these folks work
with data systems and statistics to determine the best
combination of support

services students will need
to thrive academically.
“These individuals all
bring their own expertise.
When dealing with such
huge data sets, we need a
team to fully understand
how we can morph a stuinto more successful years
to come by focusing more
on their successes,” Malhotra said.
This doesn’t mean the
Data Analysis Project is designed to make academics
easier for students; it helps
guide students in the right
direction to match their
strengths. SCSU believes
in challenging students to
the best of their academic
abilities in order to develop

a quality education.
“We believe in teaching students how to learn,
not what,” Malhotra said.
“When they go out into
the real world, they will be
able to compete successfully.
That is the hallmark of
an institution.” By teaching students how to take
responsibility with their
courses and managing
their time wisely, students
can be better prepared for
whatever their places of
employment post graduation expect.
With a more diverse culture constantly growing in
America, college graduates
will have to be knowledgeable of different cultures
and ethnicities in order to

be a successful member of
an established community.
By being able to participate
in community engagement,
having general competence,
being globally and culturally experienced, and a solid
sustainability, graduates will
be able to function better
in a world growing more
diverse daily.
“We cannot teach a
lifetime of knowledge in
a span of four or more
years,” Malhotra said. If
students take ownership
of their learning, we can
prepare them for the rest of
their lives, he said.

exchange of ideas at the
administrative level, too,”
Schermer said.
Saffari did not list
reinstatement as “relief
requested.” Schermer said
this was deliberate, and the
real goal is to undo alleged
damage to his reputation as
a result of the termination
and the circumstances surrounding it.
Despite numerous requests for comment, neither
of the defendants or their
representatives have addressed the lawsuit.
The Chronicle will continue to seek input from the
greatest possible variety of
sources on this issue. Please
contact us with tips, questions or comments.

Local Live Music
Series: Country
7:30 p.m..
Country will be the
featured genre for
the Local Live Music
Series. The show
will take place in the
Quarry and is free for
students.

Friday
Comedian: Jessi
Campbell
10 p.m.
Writer for “Life and
Style” Magazine and
voted the People’s
Choice winner for the
2009 Aspen Rooftop
Comedy Festival,
Jessi Campbel will be
performing a comedy
show. This event is a
part of Atwood After
Dark and will be held
in the Cascade room in
Atwood.
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Student government elects senators
Tiffany Krupke
ASST. NEWS EDITOR

Communication was
a key topic at the Student
Government meeting this
week, as internal elections
were held.
The role of SG was
called into question, when
candidates voiced similar
concerns about whether
students were aware of
the role of SG and if their
needs were represented.
The topic was brought
to the table during time
usually reserved to discuss
tions.
Internal elections took
place Thursday night and
tions.
SG elected four new

tions on the Senate Finance

Committee as well as a
position on the Technology
Fee Committee.
Each candidate had
three minutes to speak
before the Senate followed
by questions.
Senate candidate Chelsea VanLoon said she felt
that there is a negative view
of SG that exists within
student organizations.
“I have been involved
with a couple of organizations, and there has been
kind of a negative view
of student government,”
VanLoon said.
VanLoon also expressed
the need to create a sense
of pride for SCSU.
Brody Hagemeier, a
former senator at large,
said that strengthening the
power of SG is a key issue.
“When it comes to
student administration this
is it,” Hagemeier said of

SG. “We are among the
most powerful students at
the university and we can

help serve the students who
don’t understand procedures the way we do.”
A comment about a
“disconnection” between
SG and the student body in
particular caused debate.
Devon Bowker said that
he hoped to represent people better and mentioned
a “large disconnection between the student body and
the student government.”
Senator Emmanuel Oppong asked Bowker what
he felt was creating that
disconnection.
Bowker said that he felt
like a lot of SG positions
aren’t promoted and people
don’t feel that they can
participate in SG.
People aren’t aware
of open galleries or that

they can run, he said. He
encouraged further promotion of SG.
As the candidates

seemed all were in favor to
elect the four new senators.
Senator Kuzivakwashe
Nzara motioned to move
the candidates to white ballot, and vote them through.
Senator Mohamed
Soumah was in objection
however, and said that they
need to talk more about the
key points that the candidates have mentioned.
Soumah wasn’t aware
of student government for
here.
“The information is not
there,” Soumah said.
Senator Collins interjected with a point of order,
saying that this time was to
discuss the candidates.

“We are here to serve
the interests of the student
body, so we have this time,”
Soumah said. “We voted
and we accepted these
undertakings to say that we
have the time to discuss issues that are in the interests
of the student in general.”
“Even if we are going to
discuss one issue that is in
the interest of the students,
I think it is vital. So time is
not a problem. Addressing
issues that will impact the
students is the problem,” he
added.
Ultimately, the four candidates gained a position on
the senate.
President Hannah
Muerhoff suggested further
discussion within committee.
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City Council discussed an ordinance to require a seperation between areas where liquor is sold and where 18-20 year-old social events
are hosted.

City council discusses 18+ nights at downtown bars
Jordan Hocum
STAFF WRTTER

Underage drinking has
been a problem in most every college town across the
United States, and St. Cloud
is no exception.
Measures have been
taken by both government
bodies and drinking establishments to prevent such
illegal activities. Bars such as
RumRunners and Biology
701, both of which host 18+
events, are under extra scrutiny to control and prohibit
the sale of liquor to underage youths.
Recently, the City
Council of St. Cloud has
put forth an amendment to
a current ordinance that will
enact further procedures to
guarantee this responsibility.

According to a memo,
submitted by Matthew A.
Staehling, City Attorney, the
City Council of St. Cloud
annual goals to “Decrease
Incidences of Harmful and
Disruptive Behavior as it
relates to Consumption of
Alcohol.”
Of the many ordinances
adopted by the council, the
social host ordinance is being considered for update.
The ordinance itself targets
underage drinking parties,
and has been a tool for law
enforcement in enforcing
illegal house parties. The
proposed amendment will
demand a “physical separation” between the areas of
establishment where liquor
is sold and consumed, and
the areas where the 18 to

being hosted.
A responsibility for
the establishment, taken
directly from a draft of the
ordinance, states “It shall be
unlawful for any licensee to
permit any person under the
loiter or remain in any room
where intoxicating liquor is
sold or served, unless that
person is accompanied by
his/her parent or guardian,
which parent or guardian is
“It’s the job of the
bouncers [and the bars] to
keep minors out,” said John
Libert, the current 3rd Ward
of the City Council. “Right
now, it’s sort of looseygoosey.”
establishments that fail to
follow the new regulation,
if it is approved, could be

and $1,500 for a second
period.
“This [ordinance] would
underage drinkers to get alcohol,” Liber said, “and put
more emphasis on the bars
to be more responsible.”
Currently, in downtown
St. Cloud, there are few
establishments that host 18+
events; among them are
Biology 701 and RumRunners.
“It would have a huge
impact on not just the bar,
but on the community,” said
Troy Bjerkness, bar manager of Biology 701.
Sunday nights at Biology
feature a drag show, where
members of the community
perform various routines for

patrons and visitors of the
bar.
“We have an upward of
who are underage, attending
the show,” Bjerkness said,
“and this is the only establishment in St. Cloud geared
towards an LGBT safe zone.
Those kids would be losing
the support group of Biology … because we are not
capable of having a physical
seperation in our building.
This place is tiny.”
Jamie Dickmann,
part-owner of RumRunners said that the amendment “doesn’t do us any
favors,” and that he would
be attending the upcoming
public hearing, which has

Distribution
The University Chronicle is
distributed on the campus of
St. Cloud State University
along with businesses in
the downtown St. Cloud
area. For a complete list
of distribution locations
email Molly at editor@
universitychronicle.net

Corrections

The University Chronicle
prides itself on journalistic
integrity. We strive to
publish the most accurate
information, but we are
prone to human mistakes.
We will correct any errors
of fact or misspelled names
promptly. Call 308.4086 with
any corrections.
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Crossword courtesy of mirroreyes.com

1. Add
5. Slack-jawed
10. Banner
14. Humdinger
15. Pertaining to the Sun
16. Emanation
17. Emphasize
19. Narrow opening
20. Fury
21. Type of drill
22. Panache
23. Wood-eating insect
25. Large Asian country
27. Night before
28. Praiseworthy
31. More awful
34. Robust
35. Charged particle
36. How old we are
37. Polka or samba
38. Fix
39. Representative (abbrev.)
40. A tough, durable wood
41. Public transit vehicles
42. Become conscious of
44. Alien Life Form
45. Delete
46. Creamy chocolate candy
50. Modelled
52. Strict
54. Carpet
55. District
56. Urban smarts
58. Focusing glass
59. Long times
60. Horse feed
61. Bit of dust
62. Secret meeting
63. At one time (archai

DOWN
1. Braid of hair
2. Ill-gotten gains
3. Canker sore
4. Seek damages
5. Keen
6. Edge tool
7. Wings
8. The male head of family
9. Before, poetically
nective tissue
11. Cradlesongs

12. Diva’s solo
13. General Agreement
on Tariffs and Trade
18. Unsophisticated
22. Countercurrent
24. Untidyness
26. Naked
28. Javelin
29. Solitary
30. Terminates
31. Distort
32. Curved molding
33. Be a spokesperson
for
34. Reaper

37. Speaker’s platform
38. Hand warmer 40.
Its symbol is Pb
41. Make less sharp
43. Fold
44. Apprehend
46. Adolescents
47. Mendicant
48. Craves
49. Excrete
50. Inside of your hand
51. Chocolate cookie
53. “Iliad” city
56. Seated oneself
57. Suffering

Opinions
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Gun control policy: the best of
snowballing and PR stunts
Two editorials in the Chronicle
caught my eye last week, both about the
same topic: gun control. It’s the topic of
the month in political circles, sparked in
large part by the shootings in Colorado
and Connecticut, and people are lining
up on both sides for what appears to be
an epic political battle. Those who are
pro-gun claim that the solution to gun
violence is not more gun control, but
less. Those who are anti-gun claim that
getting these weapons off the streets will
help make people safer. At least, that’s
what they try to say before someone
starts calling the other side names and
the whole thing turns into one big mudslinging war.
But is this debate really worth it? If
a deal is struck and legislation is passed
anything? Perhaps this is all just some
elaborate Public Relations stunt by those
on the Right and the Left to get people’s
blood boiling so their pocketbooks will
open back up after a long and expensive
2012 campaign. After all, we should let
no crisis go to waste, right?
But, beneath the sounds of the namecalling and the debate in politics, there is
a very real question being asked by the
American people. It’s the question that
troubles the minds of parents as they
send their children off to school or those
of the teachers in their classrooms as they
prepare for the day or the young couple
going out for dinner and a movie. The
question: How can we stop this string
of violence and make sure that these
tragedies never happen again? This is
the question that must be answered if we
want to put a stop to violence in our nation. It is not whether someone can carry
a concealed weapon with them for pro-

tection or whether their magazine carries
too many bullets. After all, not all crimes
are committed with guns. My brother-inlaw just recently survived being robbed
and kidnapped by someone who had no
weapon at all, but was just bigger and
stronger than he was. Timothy McVeigh

Quote of the Week
Nothing in this world can take the place of persistence. Talent will not; nothing is more common than unsuccessful
people with talent. Genius will not; unrewarded genius is
almost a proverb. Education will not; the world is full of
educated failures. Persistence and determination alone are
omnipotent.
Calvin Coolidge, 30th President of the United States

buildings. Suicide bombers wander into
crowded places in the Middle East constantly. No, the problem in this world is
not the existence or availability of guns,
but a problem with violence and crime
that must be solved. But how?
I have my own ideas of how to solve
this problem, most of which have nothing to do with the government. Instead, it
is our society that must change if we ever
and no law can force that to happen. It
must be done by us, the people. We must
each individually do what we can to
change what is happening in the world.
We cannot sit by and expect the government to do it for us.
When we identify something that is
wrong, we must not simply walk by and
allow it to continue hoping that someone
else will take care of the problem. When
we see someone in need it is up to us, not
the government, to reach out and help
that person in any way we can. We must
not be afraid to take a stand for what is
right even when it is unpopular. It’s going

PHOTO COURTESY OF THEREBELUTION.COM

Judge Gilliam’s op-ed on Dec. 6, 1959 was republished by The Pierce County
Tribune on their website and the letter went viral on Facebook in 2012.

A more confusing, practical answer

see immediate results, but it’s true what
they say about the domino effect: it only
takes one person to start a chain reaction
that changes everything.
By Mark Phillips
SCSU Student

Leave the 66-year-old alone

JP Winters

cares about what you or
I have painted in our bathrooms is because we are

I recently saw this
post that has a respectable 30,000 plus likes on
Facebook, and I have to
say, something about it
irked me. I agree with the
overall message of inspiring action in the youth,
but I feel like the teenagers
who are asking the questions “What can we do?
Where can we go?” aren’t
the teenagers who respond
well to answers like this.
I asked those same two
questions quite frequently
in my youth. By no means
am I saying the youth
need coddling. In the
world of working for a
living, the world coddles
few, and I don’t think
a coddled life is all that
desirable anyway. Still, I
get the feeling that a lot
of the people who wholeheartedly agree with the
“Words for Teenagers”
article were either never
the kind of youth that suffered through a confusing
period of questioning who
they wanted to be, or they
forgot how it felt to be in
that position.
To tell the youth with
heartfelt questions about
what they should be and
that they should essentially
stop being such wussies
and get a job is not going
to help them get any direction. To be honest, the
words in the article sound
like they are coming from
someone who views youth
as a stupid and incompe-

Jason Tham
OPINIONS EDITOR

If there’s anything
I have to say about the
recent hacking of the
former president George
Bush’s email account and
the release of his paintings on The Smoking Gun
website, it will be: leave
him alone!
You and I have hobbies. We do what we enjoy
in between the hectic
routine of life. The only
reason nobody probably

What makes the media
try to fathom the meanings of the work of Bush
is simply because he was
once the leader of our
nation. Yet, we need to
remember that presidents,
former presidents, prime
ministers, popes, and others, are people too. Many
a time we get so overwhelmed with what’s hapand overlook their need
for privacy. Try putting
yourself into the shoes of
many “odd” things they
do that are simply human.
According to mainstream media, the two “astonishing” paintings – one

PHOTO COURTESY OF THESMOKINGGUN.COM

George Bush’s email account was hacked and his
“amateur art” was released into the Internet.

showing him showering
face, the other an illustration of his feet in the bath
– were sent by Bush to his
sister, Dorothy Bush Koch.
The content of the email
correspondence was not
clearly revealed.
I must admit that these
portraits are rather different than what you’ll normally think they should
be. But does that matter?
Who here doesn’t have
“odd” scribbles in their
notebooks or textbooks?
Art critics from around
the world were comparing
Bush’s paintings to famous
work such as Adolf Hitler’s.
Instead of commenting
on these paintings, I think
the authorities should
spend their time looking
out for the hacker whose
pseudonym was Guccifer,
according to The Smoking Gun. Of most of the
comments I have found
online, The Guardian has
it most humbling: “But at
least Bush seems to have
been introspecting, and
cultivating some degree of
curiosity about the world
around him. Or about his
bathroom, anyhow. As
an amateur painter, we
should avoid misunderestimating him.”
So, come on, get over
it with the paintings and
leave the former president
alone.

COLUMNIST

tent phase of life rather
than a period of exploration. It’s hard enough
being a teenager, so is it
so hard to show a little
sensitivity to an emerging
adult?
These are my words
for the youth that ask the
questions “What can we
do, where can we go?”
Spend time in solitude.
Take at least a weekend
out what it is you value.
out some way of expression (drawing, writing,
painting), listen to your
favorite music, and clear
your mind of day to day
troubles. Make lists of
the people you care most
about, the things you’d
like to see changed in the
world, the hobbies you
enjoy the most, and other
things that help you gain a
sense of self.
Form a base of your
values during this period.
Do not rush. Continue
taking time to yourself
until you feel your solitude
is complete.
Afterward, I’d suggest
going to college. It is not
entirely necessary, but if
will allow it, you will have
opportunities open that
are much harder to come
by with a only high school
education. If you do go
to college, do not make
the mistake of assuming
college is easy. Fourteen
thousand dollars is a lot to
spend for a single semester long party. Generals
can seem like a bit of a
joke, but they’re merely
a device to see who can
independently handle a
work load. Once you enter
300-level classes you will
know what it feels like to
work hard or you will fail
out.

It’s that simple.
Whether through college or through working
long hours at minimum
wage paying jobs, there
will come a period in your
life when you will learn
to prioritize your work,
creating a balance with
play and rest. Try your
hardest not to be overwhelmed by the mood
swings and heartbreak of
youth. Their intensity will
decrease with time. Learn
to channel that youthful
intensity through your
passions.

passions, work your ass off.
If you run into barriers,
break through them with
brute force. You will be
dismissed, mocked, and
doubted. Do not succumb
to the pressures of naysayers. Morph yourself.
Allow your perspective to
change. Youth is confusing, but it is not a debilitating handicap.
The answer to the
confusion of youth is not
to push confusion and
emotion aside or judge it
as wrong and immature,
then blindly participate in
what has been deemed as
“proper adult behavior.”
Instead, explore that confusion and those emotions
and then build on them.
The beautiful thing
about life is we don’t all
have to take the same
path to come to self-actualization. It’s not simple.
It’s not “get a job” and
“do your chores.” The
honor in these activities is
that they are action and
action is what produces
results. But if you want to
the world, you have to
desire before you perform
actions.
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UPCOMING Hip-hop violinist impresses
EVENTS
ON CAMPUS

“The Lesson”
PAC Arena Stage
Feb. 12-17. 7:30 p.m.
The Vagina Monologues
Stewart Hall Ritsche
Auditorium
Feb. 13 and 14.
7 - 9 p.m.
Local live music series:
Country
Atwood Quarry
Feb. 14. 7:30 - 9 p.m.
Atwood After Dark
Feb. 15. 9 p.m.-12 a.m.
Ballroom Blast
Atwood Ballroom
Feb. 16. 7:30 p.m.
OFF CAMPUS

Breakfast Club: a trip
to Burma
Stearns History Museum
Feb. 13. 9 a.m.
$5 for adults
Harlem Gospel Choir
Paramount Theater
Feb. 17. 2 p.m.
$8/Student/Child
Music-Charlie Parr
Bo Diddley’s
Feb. 15. 7:30 p.m.
$10
I Love You, You’re
Perfect, Now Change
Pioneer Place
Feb. 13.- 7:30p.m.
Feb. 14.- 5:00 p.m. & 8:30
p.m.
$18

PHOTOS BY PRAVIN DANGOL
Olivia Stebbins
STAFF WRITER

Hip-hop violinist and L.A.
native Josh Vietti brought some
SoCal sunshine to this chilly
part of the country when he
performed Thursday in the
Atwood Ballroom. His performance, in which he hooked an
amp up to his violin and played
self-composed melodies overtop
hip-hop tracks, was electrifying.
Since September 2011,
Vietti has played more than 150
shows across the country. “I’m
kind of tired,” he admitted with
a laugh after the performance.
“I’ve toured the entire East
Coast, the entire Midwest, the
entire South, and I’ve done a
few big dates in L.A. and Las
I’m from the West Coast and
I’ve been spending all my time
on the other side of the country.”
nitely appreciate his talent, as
was demonstrated during his
performance here at SCSU.
The crowd clapped, sang, and
danced their way through more
than an hour-long show, a feat

“I started off my career as a
street performer close to Venice
Beach, on the 3rd Street Promenade,” said Vietti. “A lot of
street performers do their thing
out there, get discovered, try to
make some money. In 2006, I
started street performing, and

music was as interesting as what
Vietti played.
“I love the show,” said
SCSU student Steph Bates.
“The music was all really good
and I thought it was so cool
how he got so involved with
audience.”
Brought from humble beginnings, the violinist has built
himself a respectable fan base.

got a manager and an agent.”
Although classically trained,
Vietti is typically “billed as a
hip-hop violinist, but I incorporate other genres – gospel,
country, R&B, pop, and some
jazz.” The set he played here
at SCSU included The Black
Eyed Peas, The Pussycat Dolls,
Chris Brown, Alicia Keys, Phillip Phillips, Vanessa Carlton,

and Elvis. All the songs had the
beat playing off his MacBook
while Vietti played the melody
and harmonies over top with his
violin.
The reaction of the crowd
showed what a popular act
Vietti has become. “I love it,”
said SCSU student Sally Traut.
“I thought the music was great,
and it was really cool how he
interacted with the audience
and involved them.”
Vietti has been on the road
for a long time, and after this
show he is taking a break in
Southern California for a few
days before continuing to tour
for another month or so.
Vietti is no stranger to

recognition. Some of his more
famous gigs include opening
for R&B artist Ne-Yo, the band
Earth, Wind & Fire, and the
country singer Justin Moore.
He also played for the 2010
NBA All Star game commercial
in 2010, and was on the Ellen
DeGeneres Show last year. “I
just like jamming with different styles of music and seeing
what I can come up with,” said
Vietti. “Sometimes it works,
sometimes it doesn’t, and I like
to try it out on a live audience.
Most of my material I learned
from street performing. My goal
is to be entertaining and not
boring.”

‘African America’ well-acted by cast of three
Olivia Stebbins
STAFF WRITER

As part of the celebration
of Black History Month, SCSU
hosted the Minneapolis-based
Mixed Blood Theater touring performance of “African
America”, a play about a PanAfrican man who magically
appears to an interracial couple
and educates them on their
African roots.
The play featured a cast of
only three people and relied
on interesting and informative
dialogue to keep the audience
engaged. The story begins with
a couple arguing about their
lack of knowledge of their
African roots when suddenly
a magical, “Pan-African” man
appears to educate them. What
easily could have been a history lesson about the injustices
Africa has suffered at the hands
of their oppressors was instead
turned into an insightful look
into the reasons behind African

immigration to Minnesota.
Not only was the play
interesting and well-acted, but
it was also full of information
that is particularly important to
Minnesotans, as 130,000 Minnesotans were born in Africa.
The largest African population
in Minnesota hails from Somalia, the second largest African
population from Ethiopia and
the third from Liberia.
Due to the large Somali,
Ethiopian and Liberian populations not only in Minnesota
in St. Cloud and at SCSU, this
play was particularly important.
It was all about learning about
immigrants and how Americans
can be more welcoming and accepting of different cultures.
“I would just hope that
we could be a little bit more
willing to take a step towards
understanding who each other
may be,” said Gavin Lawrence,
the actor who played the PanAfrican. “I would just hope

that we would, as a nation, just
be aware of the fact that most
of us, our people, really didn’t
come from here, most of us are
descendants of immigrants. So
for us to turn our backs and
noses up at new immigrants
simply because it may not be
convenient for us is a great
dialogue to have.”
A question-and-answer
session after the performance
allowed audience members to
ask questions about the diversity
found in St. Cloud and how we
can all come to be more accepting of different cultures found
here.
One outspoken attendee was
Dr. Tamrat Tademe, a professor
of the Human Relations and
Multicultural Education. As
an African immigrant who has
been in the U.S. for 40 years, he
found the play to be well-done
and informative.
“To me, what comes out of
the performance is the notion
of what I call ‘interoppressed

literacy’ that we need to have,”
said Tademe. “We’re not literate about each other, we’re not
literate about the complexities
of our humanity. So, the challenge is, how do we develop
that interoppressed literacy with
each other, especially as complex a continent as Africa is?”
The play encouraged viewers to question their assumptions about what other cultures
may believe, and especially to
question the idea that our typical American culture is superior
to others.
“There’s a lot of humanizing and civilizing that that
continent brings to the table,”
said Tademe. “But it’s not a
one-way, there’s also a lot of
stuff from here that can go. We
are talking about an authentic
partnership between human beings with all the riches that they
bring to the table, and that’s
what, to me, is lacking.”
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New Media Series: Jesse Langen and Linda Chatterton

PHOTOS BY PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR

Langen (left) and Chatterton are members of the Minnesota new music ensemble Ensemble 61. The duo premiered works written for them by composer
Michael Wittgraf and SCSU professor Scott Miller.

MOLLY WILLMS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Pozzo bursts on to the scene with Lucky.
MOLLY WILLMS / STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Estragon and Vladimir debate helping a prostrate Pozzo in the second act.

Don’t wait to see ‘Godot’
Molly Willms
EDITOR

Calling all philosophy
majors: If you want to
be up all night discussing, start your evening at
Pioneer Place, seeing their
production of “Waiting for
Godot”.
For those uninitiated
(like the couple next to me
who left at intermission),
this is not your typical play.
It is considered one of
the most important plays in
the absurdist theater movement, which has its origins
in the philosophical concept
of the absurd and existentialism.
In other words, it’s a
lighthearted display of
acceptance of the inherent
meaninglessness of life.
That said, I enjoyed it
very much, and I wasn’t the
only one.
caught my eye was all the
local talent. Not just St.
Cloud local, but SCSU local. SCSU theater favorites
like Suzanne Cross, Amy
Dyrdahl and Zach Kulzer
were all involved in varying
degrees, and complemented
by the usual talented crop at
Pioneer.
The main characters,
Estragon and Vladimir, are
lovably human and frustratingly vague. Their friend-

ship is endearing, as they
called each other “Didi”
and “Gogo” and made
reference to the fact that
they’ve known each other
for half a century.
The entire show is dedicated to the two waiting for
a man called Godot to show
up. They believe he will
solve all their problems and
make their lives better. During the course of the show,
it becomes unclear how
long they’ve been coming to
the same spot every day and
waiting, while Godot never
appears.
When Pozzo and his
slave Lucky appear, the play
gets more interesting. Ryan
Clausen was clearly born
to play this odd, comic role,
but Kulzer stole the show.
Copping a vacant stare
unless otherwise directed, he
gets Vladimir and Estragon
asking questions about how
Pozzo can force a man to
work like an animal.
When he puts on his
hat and starts “thinking”
for them, he recites minute
after minute of philosophical queries and mumbojumbo. Even as the three
run around on stage trying
to stop him, your eyes and
Much of the dialogue
is focused on how to pass
the time, with occasional
suggestions of killing

themselves, arguing, telling
stories and sleeping.
If you’re looking for a
traditional play, don’t start
here. Even I, who is familiar
with the nature of the play,
found myself frustrated at
times with the seeming lack
of plot direction.
Provided you’re willing

Check out
more great
photos and
stories online!
www.universitychronicle.net/index.php/category/galleries/

theater, productions don’t
get better than this one. The
cast was well-balanced, and
none of the acting went
over the top. The costumes
and set design were appropriately suggestive of
directionless humans seeking meaning where there
is none: they looked worn,
dirty and well-traveled.
Some in the past have
cursed this play, calling it
“the play where nothing
happens.” One critic called
it nothing but a prank on
the audience, and another
said it was the end of theater.
Others see it as Dadaist
art: it has no meaning, it is
only what it appears to be.
Still others read into it
deeply, as a visual representation of the absurdity of
human existence.
The wait is life, and
we’re always looking for
ways to pass the time while
we wait for meaning to
show itself.

Coming Out This Week: Movies. Games. Albums.

Movies:

A Good Day to
Die Hard
Beautiful Creatures
Safe Haven
Dark Skies

Games:
Aliens: Colonial
Marines

Painkiller:
Hell and Damnation

Albums:

LL Cool J: Authentic Hip Hop
The Wonder Years: Sleeping on Trash
Bullet for my Valentine: Temper
Temper
Foals: Holy Fire
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Husky Sports

END OF AN ERA

Freshman forward Jimmy Murray lines up a shot at Minnesota’s Adam Wilcox in Saturday night’s contest. Murray scored one goal on the night.
Mark Schrom
SPORTS EDITOR

Check out the results
from Friday night’s
game against the
Minnesota Gophers
www.universitychronicle.net

SCSU cruises to 38-3 victory over Northern State University
Mark Schrom
SPORTS EDITOR

Flip to page 12 to read all
about 3x All-American
Shamus O’Grady!

Page 10 - University Chronicle

HOUSING

Advertising

HOUSING

Available Now
Apts for rent by
Just a Few Left!
Lake George!
2 Blocks from Hockey Center!
Starts at $240/RM
Flexible Leases!
Cable Included!
$285/month
320-229-1919
320-654-8300
2013-2014 School Year!
Facebook: Premier Real
4 BDRM! Great Rates!
Estate Rentals
Flexible Lease Options!
StCloudRental.com
Call Mitch Today!
320-229-1919
320-260-3448
4 BDRM Apts
1-8 BDRM
Starting at $225/RM
Houses Available!
3 BDRM Apts $295/RM
2-4 BDRM Apts for RENT!
Close to SCSU
Check Us Out:
Call Today: 320-229-1919
StCloudRental.com
2013-2014 Houses & Apts! Now Leasing 2013-2014
Clean, well maintained
3 & 4 Bedroom Apts
www.ivyapartments.com
Free Heat, cable, internet
320-259-9673
Large Bathroom, Livingroom
www.ivyapartments.com
Windsor West
Call
Jenny 320-259-9673
750 5th St. S
Summer Openings!
Looking for groups of
1 & 2 BDRM Apts
3 &4 ppl! Split Levels
Only $485-545
Available 320-229-1919
Blocks from SCSU
2 BDR Apts
Most utilities included!
1/2 Blk from SCSU Library
Jamie 320-217-4115
Heat Paid, A/C, D/W,
www.nomgmt.com/fv
Parking, 10 or 12
2,3,or 4 BDR Apts
month leases 320-493-9549
Various Locations
Metroview 1, 2, 3 BR
320-493-9549
Decks, heat paid,
Ivy Two Apts on 7th Ave
close to SCSU
3 or 4 BDR Heat Paid.
call 320-251-8284
A/C, D/W, Parking
www.riverside
2 Blks from SCSU Library
realestateprop.com
10 to 12 month leases
Looking for House
$250-$310/month
or Apt 2013-2014?!
Courrier Properties
StCloudRental.com
320-493-9549
SCSU University
StCloudRental.com
North Apts!!
FB: Premier Real
3rd St, 7th Ave-Decks! AC!
Estate Rentals
Dishwasher! Call Us!
320-229-1919
320-229-1919

HOUSING
Spacious 2 BDRM 2 Bath
Quiet, CUL, DE, SAC,
Close to Campus
320-493-0096
Great Values
Great Locations
Great Service
Dan 320-251-1925
mpmstudenthousing.com
University
Village Townhomes
10 & 12 month leases
Starting at $245
Free Heat, Wi-Fi
320-252-2633
Houses/Apts/Lofts
/Townhouses
All walking Distance
Dan 320-251-1925
mpmstudenthousing.com
UVT’s Student Housing
$245/Month
320-252-2633
MPM Offers
Large Variety of
Housing options
Dan 320-251-1925
mpmstudenthousing.com
UVT’s $245/Month
Free Heat, Wi-Fi, Parking
uvtownhomes.com
320-252-2633

HOUSING

HOUSING

2,3,or 4 BDR Apts
1/2 Blk from SCSU Library
Heat Paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking $250 to $325
Courrier Properties
320-493-9549
Ivy one Apts on 6th Ave
3 or 4 BDR Heat Paid.
A/C, D/W, Parking
$250-$310/month
320-493-9549
Eastbank Apartments
3 bedroms, newer building.
Free Wi-Fi, parking included.
tkmeyerproperties.com
320-259-9434

University Place Apts.
3 and 4 BR Avail.
320-281-5170

7 & 8 BDRM Houses
for 2013-2014
Close to campus!
H2O, SWR, GAR & PARK
320-229-1919
2 or 3 BDR Apts
On 2nd Ave
Heat Paid, A/C, D/W
Available 6/1/13
320-493-9549
Reduced Rent!
SCSU Houses & Apts
StCloudRental.com
320-229-1919

1,2,3 & 4 BR Apts
1-6 Blocks SCSU
Owner operates
Dan 320-251-1925
mpmstudenthousing.com

Southview Apts.
large 2 BR Apts. Heat Paid,
A/C, D/W, Laundry, Parking.
Close to SCSU Avail. 6/1/13.
Excel Prop. 251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com

Utilities, internet, A/C
included. Clean and quiet.
tkmeyerproperties.com
320-259-9434

Halenbeck Apartments
4 bedroom, 2 full bathroom.
Free Wi-Fi. Close.
tkmeyerproperties.com
320-259-9434

University Apts
Large 2 BR,Close to SCSU,
Also Apts, Houses
Call 320-251-8284

www.riverside
realestateprop.com
4BR Apt For Rent
Just one block from campus.
320-281-5170
Westview &
University West Apts.
4 BR Apts. Heat Paid, A/C,
D/W, Parking. 2 Blocks to
Miller Library. Avail. 6/1/13.
Excel Prop. 251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
2 or 3 BDR Apts
1/2 blk from SCSU library
Heat Paid, A/C, D/W,
Security Bldg, Parking,
10 or 12 month leases,
from $300 to $325/month
320-493-9549
Your New Home
for 2013-2014
school year.
Charlamain SCSU
Apartment homes
conveniantly located across
from Halenbeck.
Check us out at:
charlamainscsu.
managebuilding.com
call (320)240-0234
Studio Apts. 400+ Sq. Ft.
Heat Paid, A/C, Micro,
Laundry, Parking. 2 blocks to
campus. Avail. 6/1/13.
Excel Prop. 251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
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Stateside Apts on 6th Ave!
4 BR Apts. Heat Paid, A/C,
D/W, Parking. 1 Blocks to
Halenbeck Hall
Avail. 6/1/13 & 8/1/13
Excel Prop. 251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
Females and Males
Private Rooms. In 4 BR Apts.
Heat Paid, A/C, D/W,
Laundry, Parking, Close.
Avail NOW and 6/1/13
Excel Prop. Mgmt 251-6005
Campus Apts. on 5th Ave!
4 BR Apts. Heat Paid, A/C,
D/W, Parking. 11/2 Blocks to
Miller Library. Avail. 6/1/13
Excel Prop. 251-6005
excelpropmgmt.com
2 BDR Apts
Across from Holes Hall
Heat Paid, A/C, D/W,
Security Bldg, Parking
$300/month
320-493-9549
2013-2014 School Year!
Grab a Friend and Leave
Dorm Life Behind! 1-4
BDRM Apts! Great Rates!
320-654-8300
Studio,1, 2, 3 BR
close to SCSU
call 320-251-8284
www.riverside
realestateprop.com
Stop: 229 5th Ave. S.
5 BDRM 2 Bath House
www.quadbproperties.com
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Men’s basketball
stuns #12 Winona
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Mark Schrom
SPORTS EDITOR

The Huskies (17-4, 13-4 NSIC) would barely edge out the
#12 Winona State Warriors (17-4, 13-4 NSIC) 79-78 in a huge
NSIC battle that could determine who wins the division at the
end of the season.
The win put an end to a seven-game losing streak for the
Huskies against the Warriors.

for us going into tonight,” said sophomore guard Kevin Levandoski after the game.

of the 2009 NSIC Tournament at Winona State.
The Huskies would put forth a huge team effort Friday night,
SCSU was led in scoring by senior forward Theo Rothstein.

Rothstein is battling a sprained back and was benched temporarily after receiving four fouls.
“Theo [Rothstein] showed a lot of leadership out there. He
took some charges with his back injury. When we start clicking like this, we can be pretty explosive,” Levandoski said of his
teammate after the huge win.
Senior guard Shaun Jensen earned his second double-double

After trailing 33-29 at the half, the Huskies would come out
in the second half with a huge surge of power. The Huskies
jumped off to a 14-2 run to start the half, kicked off by a three
point shot from Rothstein.
The Huskies didn’t relinquish their death grip on Winona
either, gaining a 43-35 lead three minutes in, and after a second
three by Rothstein, SCSU had a 68-58 lead with 4:30 left in the
game.

The Warriors would mount a comeback with 38 seconds left and
cut the Husky lead to 74-72 on a Cameron Taylor three.
The Huskies wouldn’t have anything of it, as Jensen and

PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR

win for SCSU.
Winona would even score a “Hail Mary” shot with one secThe Huskies had to work hard throughout the evening to
points and 9 rebounds.
Vette guarded Connor Niehaus for the majority of the night.
“We went to a box and one to start and we put Kevin [Levandoski] down on top of Vette to give some backside support. We

PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR

Chris Larson (right) defends Winona’s Taylor Cameron’s layup.

wanted a guy in front of him and a guy behind him. We just tried
to match pieces the best we could,” Schlagel said of Vette after
the game. “Vette’s a horse and tough for us to deal with.”
In the end it didn’t make a difference for the Huskies.
SCSU remains in third in the overall standings, but have a
tight hold on the North division.
“We really competed hard tonight,” Schlagel said with a
smile.

PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR

Damarius Cruz defends Winona’s Xavier Humphrey. Cruz helped seal the win.

Lady Huskies suffer heart-wrenching overtime loss
Mark Schrom
SPORTS EDITOR

SCSU (14-7, 10-7 NSIC) suffered a
heart-wrenching loss to NSIC rival Winona
State (17-7, 11-6 NSIC) in overtime Friday
evening at Halenbeck Hall.
of the season, there were 17 lead changes,
and the balance of power changed multiple
times throughout the game.
SCSU came up short of the game winning layup in regulation; SCSU later fell
69-71 in OT.
Senior Amanda Wagner, along with
sophomore forward Jessica Benson, did all
they could to keep the Huskies in the game.
wound up with 11 of her own, along with
double of the season.
The Huskies found themselves down
by six with 3:20 to play in the second half.
Wagner drove the ball and hit a layup, and
after a missed shot by Winona, Benson hit a
jump shot to tie everything up.
With six seconds left in the game,
the Huskies had a wide open layup, but
couldn’t convert on the opportunity.
“We had our chances to win it, we
missed a layup at the end of the game in
the end of regulation to win it,” head coach
Lori Fish said of the play after the game.
straight points for the Warriors to give them
the lead at 69-64. Wagner waged her own
counterattack, nailing a 3-point shot from
the baseline to put the Huskies down by
two.
After a “bang-bang” play where Winona
State’s Abby Busch made a layup, junior
guard Rachael Moen responded right away
seconds remaining in OT.
The Huskies were forced to foul Winona
the Huskies on their own accord, but after
missing a shot and a free-throw, the Huskies
would receive one more chance to win the
game.
“We were trying to bring Sam [Price]

high and isolate Jess [Benson] down low,
but we didn’t execute it,” Fish said after the
overtime loss.
After calling a timeout with six seconds
left, the Huskies got off a shot with one
second left, but Winona’s Kelsey Andrist
would block the shot, giving the Warriors
the victory.
“We just wanted to get inside to Jess or
an outside shot, we just wanted to get anything off,” Wagner said after the overtime
loss.
Freshman center Karissa LeCaptain
Senior guard Nicole Anderson played
like a true point guard and dished the ball
and 7 rebounds.
Poor rebounding and poor three point
shooting ultimately doomed the Huskies,
even after shooting 47 percent from the
SCSU missed several key rebounds in
the waning seconds of the game.
“We had poor execution late in the game
to get to where we needed to be on the same
year we were not very good defensively.”

PRAVIN DANGOL / ASST. VISUALS EDITOR

Amanda Wagner guards Winona’s Katie Wolff in Friday night’s game.
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#1 O’Grady embraces
wrestling, life as a senior
State at one point, but chose
SCSU in light of a great offer.
“The coach here was the
only one to offer a scholarship
and allow me to run along
with wrestling,” O’ Grady said.
O’ Grady’s wrestling statistics throughout his career are
impressive to say the least, and
he has beaten wrestlers in the
division one bracket as well.
Instead of pursuing wrestling,
O’ Grady has other plans in
using his athletic talents after
college for greater purposes.
“I want to go on staff
with Athletes in Action, a
Cru ministry,” O’ Grady said.
“Their work is internationally
based, and works with college
campuses across the U.S.”
Founded in the U.S.,
Athletes in Action’s website
says their purpose is to build
spiritual movements of Jesus
through athletic platforms at
college campuses across the
U.S.
O’ Grady wrestled in
Mongolia over this past
summer through Athletes in
Action. Ultimately, he would
like to wrestle internationally
someday in the Olympics.
“Scoring is different on an
international level, “ O’ Grady
said. “Freestyle wrestling has
a different main goal, once
you take an opponent down it

Andrew DeMars
NEWS EDITOR

SCSU is ranked number
one in the nation for division
two wrestling in the NCAA.
On a win streak of more than
45 matches, SCSU is dominating the sport in every weight
class.
One wrestler in particular,
Shamus O’Grady, is the number one wrestler in the nation
for middleweights.
Currently a senior at
SCSU, O’Grady is majoring in
special education and wrestles
at 184 lbs. A very active individual, he is also involved with
the SCSU track team.
“I still am around the track
team and involved with them
frequently,” O’Grady said.
“Now I’m too busy with wrestling and school to be involved
with multiple sports.”
O’ Grady says he’s enjoyed
running ever since he was
little and playing tag with his
friends. He regularly runs the
Beaver Island trails along the
river for exercise and has ran
miles would be his ideal run
nowadays.
O’ Grady almost didn’t
come to SCSU; he was considering Augsburg and Northern

is more about trying to score
points when they’re in a bad
position. My favorite move is
the Turk.”
Over the summer, O’
Grady works for Pyrotechnic Display, Inc., where he’s
worked since he was 18. He
enjoys the job and working
events such as the Stillwater
Lumberjack days, and the 4th
of July celebration held by the
city of St. Cloud.
O’ Grady has brought
plenty of prestige to SCSU
through wrestling as he continues to dominate the sport.
Being the number one wrestler
in the nation for his class and
being an essential part of a
juggernaut of a wrestling team
is something our university athletics and students can
proudly boast about. A humble
and faithful athlete, Shamus
O’ Grady has big plans after
he graduates.
“After wrestling for SCSU,
I’d like to wrestle in the name
of God and go as far as I can
go,” he said.

SHUN JIE YONG / VISUALS EDITOR

O’ Grady is a three time All-American, and has a overall record of 28-1.

“After
wrestling for SCSU,
I’d like to wrestling in the name of God
and go as far as I can go.”

Shamus O’ Grady
3X All-American wrestler
SHUN JIE YONG/ VISUALS EDITOR

O’ Grady contains his opponent in a headlock. O’ Grady says his favorite move is ‘the turk’.

COLUMN: Vikings
still thin at WR, TE
Kyle Ratke

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Kyle Ratke has been examining the state
of the Minnesota Vikings and what fans
have learned about the team this season. He
has examined the quarterbacks and running backs thus far. This is the wide receiver
and tight end edition. Deer spray was not
used to enhance his performance. Rockstar
Recovery, however, played a big part of this
article.

Devin Aromashodu

D’Wayne Bates. Bobby Wade. Bernard
Berrian. Devin Aromashodu.
All of these players are former Chicago
Bears. Before trading for Brandon Marshall,
the Bears haven’t had a household name at
the receiver position. If one of the players
listed above were half-decent, wouldn’t they
hold on to them?
Of course they would.
Advice: Signing a former Chicago Bear
receiver might not be the answer. Somewhere Bernard Berrian is counting his
money and wearing really bright shoes.

Stephen Burton

For the last two seasons, I’ve heard that
Burton has looked “great” during the offseason and could be sneaky good for the team.
He hasn’t been sneaky. Or good. In fact,
he hasn’t even been sneaky bad. He’s just
been bad, and he hasn’t even been sneaky
about it. It’s obvious. In two seasons, he’s
had seven catches.
So yeah, there’s that.

Greg Childs

Childs could have been the answer for
the Vikings regarding a deep threat. After
his sophomore season (48 catches, 894
yards, 7 TDs), it looked like Childs could

ing his right patella tendon at the end of his
junior season, that all changed.
During his senior season (21 catches, 240
yards), though, he bounced back somewhat
and showed signs that he might be a pretty
decent player at the next level.
It’s unfortunate that Childs will probably
never play a down in the NFL after tearing
BOTH patellas during a team scrimmage
last summer. Injuries normally don’t make
me cringe and I didn’t even see this injury.
But something about the words “torn”,
“both” and “patellas” give me the ebbiejeebies.
Best of luck goes out to Childs and his
recovery. Godspeed.

Percy Harvin

We could really write a whole article on
Harvin if we really wanted to and we just
might have to at some point. But I’ll do my
best to make this short and sweet.
The Vikings have a decision to make.

To keep their second best offensive player
or to trade him, getting 70 cents on the dollar more than likely because every team is
aware of his baggage.
If Harvin is willing to return and GM
Rick Spielman thinks dealing with his attitude is worth it, then the team has to bring
him back. He’s really the only receiver the
team has. As you can see by this list.
Here are a few:
Harvin failed a drug test at the NFL
Draft when he KNEW he would be tested.
He knew the exact date and time! In other
words, he knew he would fail and probably
cost himself $2 million.
He has migraines. A lot of them.
He talks to Randy Moss a lot and
considers the “best receiver of all-time” his
friend. This should scare us.
He reportedly threw a weight at then
head coach Brad Childress during the 2011
season . Let me repeat that: He THREW a
weight at his head coach.
When his team won four straight games
and improbably made the playoffs, Harvin was nowhere to be found. Not on the
sidelines, not in a booth, but instead was
recovering in Florida, away from the team.
Doesn’t exactly sound like a great teammate.
If Jared Allen suffered a season-ending
injury (which Harvin didn’t. He sprained his
ankle...), you know he’d be running up and
down the sidelines screaming at the top of
his lungs cheering his team on.
Whatever the team decides to do with
Harvin, there are positives and negatives
to both sides. The decision would be much
easier if the wide receiver position had
more depth. Unfortunately, beggars can’t be
choosers.
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Percy Harvin is sitting on the trading block this off-season.
after being caught with TWO POUNDS of
marijuana. I’m not a great marijuana mind,
but I’m pretty sure that’s a lot of marijuana.
Insert Percy Harvin joke here.

Jarius Wright

Michael Jenkins

Wright showed fans this season that he’s
good enough to play in the NFL. What will
his role be in the future with Harvin healthy,
though?
I’m not sure. Both players are very similar in their styles of play. Can the Vikings

Jerome Simpson

same time? Will it confuse defenses? Has
any team been successful lining up two slot
guys that are essentially the same person?
Something to think about: If Spielman
and crew think Wright is good enough and
could be 60 percent of the player Harvin is,
trading the former Gator might not be all

In order to stay on the team last year,
Jenkins voluntarily took a pay cut.
If he stays on the roster past March, he’ll
get paid $2.45 million.
Translation: Jenkins will not be on the
roster past March.
Simpson had every Minnesota fan excited in the preseason. I mean, the guy was
fast, seemed to have great chemistry with
Ponder and looked like a great bargain for a
guy who had 725 yards the year before.
Unfortunately the preseason doesn’t
really mean anything at all. Simpson was a
complete bust this season, and didn’t really
bring anything to the table. I would be very
surprised if Simpson returns to the Vikings,
but then again, what other options do they
have?
At least he’s a high character guy, right?
Oh wait, never mind. In the last year,
Simpson called ESPN1500’s Tom Pelissero
a “douchebag” and spent 15 days in jail

John Carlson

“I have an idea. Let’s sign a tight end
who is known to have issues with injuries,
even though we have one of the league’s
best young tight ends on our roster! Better
move! Coming off a 3-13 season, why not
sign a 28-year-old tight end to four-year, $20
million deal? This is genius!”
Yeah, I’m not a fan.

Rhett Ellison

Ellison played in all 16 games, but I

plays. Ellison is more of a hybrid, being able

to play both fullback and tight end. Too bad
the Vikings have a Pro Bowler at each position and the team still owes Carlson an arm
and a leg.
Unless the Vikings part ways with
Carlson, or if Carlson has an injury-riddled
season like he did in 2012, Ellison might not

Kyle Rudolph

I’m convinced that Rudolph is going to

years. We saw how dangerous he can be at
the Pro Bowl. He actually had a quarterback
who can throw the ball more than 20 yards
Side-note: Did you hear what Rudolph
said to reporters after he was named Pro
Bowl MVP? He said it was a “dream come
true” to win the MVP of the Pro Bowl.
Mmm... It is a nice honor, but I’d like to
think he would have had bigger dreams.
Say, Super Bowl MVP. Or maybe he just
panicked during the interview and it slipped
out. Yeah, I’m going to go with that.
years:
1) Rob Gronkowski, NE
2) Jimmy Graham, NO
3) Vernon Davis, SF
4) Kyle Rudolph, MN
5) Aaron Hernandez, NE
As always, thanks for reading. Enjoy
your week.
You can follow Kyle on Twitter @
Kyle_Ratke

